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(54) Automatic air wash for anesthesia system 



(57) An anesthesia system is disclosed that pro- 
longs the lifetime of an oxygen fuel cell (58) be used to 
detect the concentration of oxygen in that anesthesia 
system. The system determines and provides a signal 
(60) indicating the end of any particular operation using 
the anesthesia system and that signal (60) is used to 
cut off all gas supplies (40,42) with the exception of the 
fresh air supply (44) which is then allowed to pass 
through the system to wash the various lines 
(22,24,30,52), including the conduit having the oxygen 
gas fuel ceil (58) thus preventing the typically high con- 
centrations of oxygen used in a operation from remain- 
ing in the oxygen fuel cell (58) for an unnecessary period 
of time. Furthermore, the gases in the anesthesia ma- 
chine are eliminated along with their deleterious effects 
and replaced by fresh air from the normal supply of fresh 
air (44) to the system. 
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